HONORARY GRADUATE
Thomas Elliot Geary

Thomas Geary was born, grew Up and received hig early schooling in

Mafeking. After matriculating he served his Apprenticeship as »
turner and machinist with the South African Railways, completing the
requisite coyrses in the first class, On completion of his ap-

prenticeship he Temeined with the Railways for 5 further three years,
A future with the South African Railways at Koedoespoort Was ot
appealing to the young Geary, who by now was mirried with two chil-
dren. Looking for opportunities in Hormn:mmvcﬂm. he applied for a
pPosition at thig University,

in the Department of Civi] muwhammumbw. At abaut that time the
cqumﬂmwnw and the City Council of uormnbomwcnw embarked on a joint
Venture to build 4 planetarium to be completed in time to celebrate
the City's 75¢th anniversary, The first Director of the Planetarium,
appointed ip g Part-time Cdpacity, wag Professor Arthur Bleksley,
Head of oyr Department of Applied zwnrmsmnmnmv and one of the Uni-

ity's best known teachers. In 1980 Geary, in response to a

Planetariup, Geary, with little eXperience, had also to learp the
skills required for the delivery of pPublic lectures and for giving
radio and televisioen broadcasts, The exXtremely limired staff ag-
tablishment (g continual state at the vhmuonmﬂhcau imposed these

eppointed Assistant Director, Following the Tetirement of Profes-
sor Arthur meWmHmwu he was arpointed Direceor cn 1 umnnmww 1968
Pest which he has ney held for almost 23 years,

reputation among the Planetarig community, for the Wits Planetarium
and for himself, He has been invited to deliver many papers at
conferences a1] over the world., Hig views are regularly sought by
Press, radio, television ang the public at large. .

Over the Years Geary has gained a wide wbothamm of many allied
fields and today gives public lectures on mcnwemnumm ﬂovmommm
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cosmology, astro-physics, sarth and space science, Often these
lectures are delivered while operating the complex comsoles of the
main instrument and ancillary Projectors which make up our modern
pPlanetarium. He is regularly called upon to provide information
o eclipsas, Phases of the meon, calendar dating, time Zones and even
unidentified flying object sightings,

In 1981, i Tecognition of his contribution to the field of astron-
omy, Geary was elected a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society,
He has, For many years, been on the editorial board of Astronomy
Today gnd has been an eéxternal examiner for the Trapsvaal Education
Department on several occasions.

In recent Yedars, in an effort to bring the wenders of the universe
to children of South Africa, Geary has written and created many
children's Programmes which cater for every &ge from 5 years old and
upwards. Each year tens of thousands of children visit the campus

Tegularly exploited the Opparturity to promote not only his great
love of the night sky, but also for thig University apd all that it
stands for,

In recognition of Thomas Geary's significant contribution to society
and his years of Promoting a greater understanding of the University

as for hisg substantial centribution to the development of
the Wits mmmumnmﬂwcs. this cnwcmnmhﬂ% takes pleasure ip conferring
on him the degree of Master of Science honorjs causa.
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